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  PRAYER OF 

 

Grant, O Merciful God, 

that I may ardently desire, 

prudently examine, 

truthfully acknowledge 

and perfectly accomplish 

what is pleasing to Thee 

for the praise and glory of Thy 

Name. 

Amen 

 

St. Thomas Aquinas 
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SMALL GROUP GUIDELINES 

Small groups are an opportunity to create deep and lasting faith- filled relationships, with 

people who will share times of joy in your life, and encourage and help you in times of 

difficulty. 

 

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,  

just as you are doing.” (1 Thess. 5:11) 
 

To that end, we provide the following small group guidelines: 

 

1.  Please arrive on time, and come prepared 

 Begin your homework with prayer, asking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

 Spread out your homework over the week; you will get more out of it and enjoy it more. 

 If you cannot attend a class, please call, e-mail or text me. 

2. Actively take part in the discussion with charity 

 Everyone’s insights are valuable to others and vital for the group’s growth 

 Please participate each week 

  If you like to share, think ahead to the 2 or 3 times you would like to comment, so as not 

to dominate the discussion. Allow quiet time for others to speak before adding 

comments. 

 If you find it hard to share, think ahead to the 1 or 2 times you would like to comment, 

so you are comfortable participating 

3. Be a good listener and respectful of others 

 Please give your full attention to the person speaking, and do not interrupt others 

 Please avoid side conversations in the small group discussions and lecture 

4. Stick to the assigned study material; do not bring other materials to the small group 

 In order to gain the most out of this study, please stay focused on insights gleaned from 

your assigned homework 

 Please do not get sidetracked on other matters- such as former churches or bible studies, 

movies you have seen, or books you have read 

 Bring only your homework, Bible and Catechism to class 

 Please do not bring materials to share with the group- such as other bible study 

materials, articles, books, tapes or other handouts 

5. Small group discussions are confidential 

 Please do not discuss them outside the small group 

 6. Pray for your small group members 
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For thou art our Father, though Abraham does not know us and Israel does not acknowledge us; thou, 

O LORD, art our Father, our Redeemer from of old is thy name. O LORD, why dost thou make us err 

from thy ways and harden our heart, so that we fear thee not? Return for the sake of thy servants, the 

tribes of thy heritage. Thy holy people possessed thy sanctuary a little while; our adversaries have 

trodden it down. We have become like those over whom thou hast never ruled, like those who are not 

called by thy name. O that thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might 

quake at thy presence-- as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- to make thy 

name known to thy adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at thy presence! When thou didst 

terrible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains quaked at thy presence. 

From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides thee, who works for 

those who wait for him. Thou meetest him that joyfully works righteousness, those that remember thee 

in thy ways. Behold, thou wast angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall 

we be saved?  We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 

polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no 

one that calls upon thy name, that bestirs himself to take hold of thee; for thou hast hid thy face from 

us, and hast delivered us into the hand of our iniquities. Yet, O LORD, thou art our Father; we are 

the clay, and thou art our potter; we are all the work of thy hand. 

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 

 

I give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 

that in every way you were enriched in him with all speech and all knowledge-- even as the testimony 

to Christ was confirmed among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for 

the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

SUNDAY FIRST READING: 

SUNDAY SECOND READING: 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the watch. Watch therefore--for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning-- lest he come suddenly and 

find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Watch." 
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FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 

 

First Week of Advent Discussion 
 What is the principal value or purpose of the Old Testament? Give an example from the Book of 

Isaiah 

 

 What was at issue in the Corinthians Christian community for which reason St. Paul wrote about 

spiritual gifts? 

 

 What is the much larger biblical context in the Gospel text from Saint Mark for the short Sunday 

reading? 

 

 What are ways in which we can heed the admonition of Jesus to be on the watch for the Coming of 

Christ? 

 

What question(s) would you like answered or topics elaborated upon by the Presenter? 
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Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 

warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double 

for all her sins. A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 

low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD 

shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.". 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 

Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!"  

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will gather the lambs in his 

arms, he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

SUNDAY FIRST READING: 

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise as some count slowness, but is 

forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. The 

day of the Lord will come like a thief and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise and the 

elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and the works that are upon it will be burned up. 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of persons ought you to be in lives of holiness 

and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens 

will be kindled and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire! But according to his promise we 

wait for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you 

wait for these, be zealous to be found by him without spot or blemish, at peace. 

SUNDAY SECOND READING: 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

"Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight--" John the baptizer appeared in 

the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to 

him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle 

around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who 

is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 
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Second Week of Advent Discussion 
 Describe some features of Hebrew poetry, based upon the text of this Advent Sunday from the 

Prophet Isaiah 

 

 The Epistle Reading from Saint Peter speaks of terrible destruction. How does this prepare us for 

Christmas? 

 

 Discuss the differences between the baptism which was offered by Saint John and Christian baptism.  

 

 We are told of the strange manner in which John the Baptist dressed and his odd diet. What is the 

significance? 

 

What question(s) would you like to have answered by the presenter? 

 

 

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 
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Third Week  

 
OF ADVENT 
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The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good tidings to 

the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the 

opening of prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of 

vengeance of our God; 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 

with garland and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and 

as a garden causes what is sown to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 

spring forth before all the nations. 

SUNDAY FIRST READING: 

Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise prophesying, but test everything; hold fast 

what is good, abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and 

may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

SUNDAY SECOND READING: 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the 

light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. 

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

"Who are you?" He confessed, he did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." And they asked 

him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" And he answered, 

"No." They said to him then, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 

you say about yourself?" He said, "I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make straight the 

way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked 

him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" John 

answered them, "I baptize with water; but among you stands one whom you do not know, even he 

who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." This took place in Bethany 

beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 
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Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband 

Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to send her away quietly. But as 

he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she 

will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this 

took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear 

a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had 

borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 

MONDAY GOSPEL: 

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah; and he 

had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before 

God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, 

because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 8 Now while he was serving as priest 

before God when his division was on duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot 

to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying 

outside at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side 

of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the 

angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will 

bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 

rejoice at his birth; for he will be great before the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and 

he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the 

sons of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 

the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for 

the Lord a people prepared."  And Zechariah said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old 

man, and my wife is advanced in years." And the angel answered him, "I am Gabriel, who stand in the 

presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will 

be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe my 

words, which will be fulfilled in their time." And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they 

wondered at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they 

perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them and remained dumb. And 

when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, 

and for five months she hid herself, saying,  "Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he looked 

on me, to take away my reproach among men." 

TUESDAY GOSPEL: 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly 

troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be.  And the angel 

said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no end." And Mary said 

to the angel, "How shall this be, since I have no husband?" And the angel said to her, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 

to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. 36 And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old 

age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For with 

God nothing will be impossible." And Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to 

me according to your word." And the angel departed from her. 

WEDNESDAY GOSPEL: 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a city of Judah, and she entered 

the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the 

babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud 

cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted 

me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the voice of your greeting 

came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the Lord." 

THURSDAY GOSPEL: 

And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 

regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed; 

for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is on those 

who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm, he has scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts, he has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted 

those of low degree; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham 

and to his posterity forever." And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her 

home. 

FRIDAY GOSPEL: 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 
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  Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son. And her neighbors and 

kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.  And on the 

eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they would have named him Zechariah after his 

father, but his mother said, "Not so; he shall be called John." And they said to her, "None of your 

kindred is called by this name." And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him 

called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, "His name is John." And they all marveled. And 

immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came 

on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea; 

and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, "What then will this child be?" For the 

hand of the Lord was with him. 

SATURDAY GOSPEL: 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 
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Third Week of Advent Discussion 
 Isaiah speaks of a year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God. How are these 

compatible? 

 

 For what reason did Saint Paul the Apostle write to Christians at Thessalonica about the Coming of 

the Lord? 

 

 What is the Parousia? What is a Catholic interpretation of the “Rapture” that many Protestants 

believe in? 

 

 Discuss the parallels between John the Baptist and Jesus Christ that can be discerned in the Gospel 

of Luke 

 

What question(s) would you like to have answered by the presenter? 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 
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Fourth Week  

 
OF ADVENT 
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Now when the king dwelt in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies round 

about, the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 

dwells in a tent." And Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your heart; for the LORD is with 

you." But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, "Go and tell my servant David, 

'Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have not dwelt in a house since the 

day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for 

my dwelling. In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of 

the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built 

me a house of cedar?"' Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of 

hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people 

Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 

and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a 

place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own place, and be disturbed 

no more; and violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges 

over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to 

you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 

fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish 

his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. When he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with 

the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men; but I will not take* my steadfast love from him, as I 

took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be made 

sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established forever.'" 

SUNDAY FIRST READING: 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed and 

through the prophetic writings is made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal 

God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

SUNDAY SECOND READING: 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly 

troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel 

said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no end." And Mary said 

to the angel, "How shall this be, since I have no husband?" And the angel said to her, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has 

also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For with God 

nothing will be impossible." And Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word." And the angel departed from her. 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
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Fourth Week of Advent Discussion 
 Discuss the play upon the word and concept of “house” as presented in the text of 2 Samuel. 

 

 What does Paul mean by “revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long ages but is now 

disclosed”? 

 

 What is the significance of the greeting “Full of Grace” with regard to Mary? Catholic vs Protestant 

meaning? 

 

 Distinguish between the Annunciation event and the Immaculate Conception vis-à-vis Mary and 

Jesus  

 

What question(s) would you like to have answered by the presenter? 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
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Christmas*  

 

THE 

Gospels 
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The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of 

Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of 

Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the 

father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and 

Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and 

Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon 

the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father 

of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father 

of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of 

Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of 

Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: 

Jechoniah was the father of She-alti-el, and She-alti-el the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of 

Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, 

and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar 

the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, 

of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen 

generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation 

to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of 

the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

send her away quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the 

Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins." All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had 

borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 

*VIGIL MASS GOSPEL: 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. This was 

the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each to his 

own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled 

with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be 

delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, (continued) 

*MIDNIGHT MASS GOSPEL: 

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPELS 
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…and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in that region there 

were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And 

the angel said to them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come 

to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 

this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger." 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!" 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us." And they 

went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they saw it 

they made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child; and all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her 

heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

*DAWN MASS GOSPEL: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that 

was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for 

testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to 

his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 

nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 

truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, 

and cried, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before 

me.'") And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through 

Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only Son, (who is 

God), who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known. 

*DAYTIME MASS GOSPEL: 

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPELS 
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The Christmas* Gospels Discussion 

 Of what value to us is the genealogy of Jesus as presented by the Evangelist Saint Matthew? 

 

 Luke tells us that the Holy Family travelled to Bethlehem for a census. What is significant about this 

town? 

 

 Discuss the significance of the presence of the shepherds on the night on which our Savior was born 

 

 What important truths does the Prologue of Saint John have to offer us as a Christmas Gospel?  

 

 

What question(s) would you like to have answered by the presenter? 

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPELS 
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