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Statement of The Most Reverend John J. Myers, Archbishop of Newark, 
On the Appointment of The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 

As Ninth Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
  
 Our Holy Father Pope Francis has often said that our God is a God of Surprises.    

Today is surely a perfect example of that. 
 

I have been both privileged and blessed to have worked closely with Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda here in Newark over the last two and a half years.  And I also can say that 
I have been doubly blessed because of our strong personal relationship that began when 

he was a Seminarian at the Pontifical North American College. 
 

For more than two decades we have shared many common ministries – from 
service to the seminarians at the Pontifical North American College and on the Pontifical 
Council for Legislative Texts in Rome, to our roles as Shepherds of dioceses and 

members of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops.    He is a great Priest, and a great 
Bishop. 

 
While it may have been difficult for him at times to manage the travel and 

commitments of serving in two large Archdioceses these past months, he embraced this 

call from the Holy See willingly and prayerfully.  His tireless, positive approach to 
dealing with the challenges presented him will be one of the graces that he will share with 

the people of the Twin Cities.   
 
In our many conversations about what we had both assumed would be a 

temporary assignment in St. Paul-Minneapolis, Archbishop Hebda has always spoken 
with great affection and admiration for the people of St. Paul-Minneapolis – his new local 

Church.  The parishioners and general community of the Twin Cities have experienced 
what the people of Newark already have come to know – a happy spiritual leader who 
loves people, loves priests and Religious, and who loves God and His Church. 

 
The people of this local Church of Newark are truly grateful for all that he has 

done here since 2013, and he will be missed.  At the same time, we pray that God will 
continue to bless him as he enters this new chapter in a life of service to the Church as the 
new Shepherd of this local Church of St. Paul-Minneapolis 
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